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FROM THE RABBI
In this time of renewal between
Passover and Shavuot, we are
preparing to honor our legacy
of Jewish public service from
B’nai Abraham with a Gala. It is
a tremendous legacy by which to
honor 125 years as a congregation.
Complete with awesome music and
dignitaries, it will be an evening long remembered. I am deeply
grateful not only to those congregants who are laboring to make
this evening possible, but also to all those of our Temple’s lay
administration who have been instrumental in our success over
the past few years.
Most of all, I thank our President, Monda Sagalkin, as her
tenure as president soon concludes, for her tireless devotion to
our community. As our Gala also invokes the legacy of Thomas
Kennedy, more than a few members of the congregation have
encouraged me to share with you a prayer that I recently offered
to a full Senate Maryland Chamber. It was a great honor to be
asked and to have our congregation’s name invoked on the occasion of its offering.
O God, for Whom do We Seek In Heaven but You?
We pray we may forever reside in Your fortress of freedom,
Dwell in Your refuge, protected from flames of persecution,
Abide in Your sanctuary, safe from storms of oppression,
Serve in Your kingdom, blanketed in a covenant of conscience.
Alas, we may sometimes feel distant from Your ever-living
presence

Unassured of the implanting within us of Your divine spirit,
Forgetting that we are fashioned in Your image,
Succumbing unnecessarily to derision, and even destruction.
But then we are never too distant to recall how, 200 years ago,
Driven with a holy zeal to labor for Your noble cause,
We were lifted up through an immigrant, patriot, legislator of
this body,
By the heroism of a man, Thomas Kennedy.
This Christian man of faith, guided by Your rod and staff,
Walked through a valley of religious bigotry and anti-Semitism.
Castigated by his opponents as an American Judas,
He championed religious liberty throughout the land.
We remember that with Your good counsel, Thomas Kennedy
First Introduced in 1818, and saw passed in 1826, a “Jew Bill”
To remove the injustice that prevented Jews and other
non-Christians
From serving in public office in the state.
Let us invoke Your name as we continue the work of Thomas
Kennedy,
Moving towards full expression of life and liberty,
That no voice ever be silenced or suppressed,
And that all enjoy the peace of heaven here on Earth.
May all who are gathered here be joined
With those who share our providential home,
Forever united in singing a song of salvation
In our land of deliverance, our beloved Maryland.

—Rabbi Plost
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I gave this “state of the congregation” at my last Trustees’
meeting. I thought I would submit it to the newsletter.
This being the last meeting of my two-year term chairing
the trustees meeting, I want to report on the state of the
Congregation. The short summary: while we face continuing
challenges, we are a strong and vibrant institution.
Thank you to all of you for contributing to making this
congregation a beacon of light in this tri-state area. We have
an important mission. I believe that the Jewish community
beginning at Sinai has survived over the centuries because
of its values. Historically these values distinguish Jews from
other religions. But even more important than this distinction,
the Jewish faith system has greatly influenced and in many
cases, has been the foundation of the formation of other
faiths and their congregations. I am dedicated to these Jewish
values and their importance as a lodestar for men and women
around the globe. But, since our focus is the tri-state area, I
strongly believe that we need to continue expanding our reach
in the surrounding local communities, to be welcoming to the
unaffiliated, as we practice and sponsor Jewish values.
The mission requires a financially stable institution having
strong committees that work together to make things happen,
I am happy to report both conditions exist at CBA.
Financially, we have closed both years of my term in the black,
and that accounting does not include our major fund raiser,
the Gala, which will we hold in about a month, June 16 to be
exact. Generous gifts by all members have contributed to our
robust financial health and I thank you. But, I would be remiss
if I did not mention the significant contributions of friends
of Congregation B’nai Abraham: Irving Einbinder and the
Novenstein and Fifield families.
Our endowment, as well, as our current accounts, has
increased during my term. We have modernized our
endowment corporation. While our restricted endowment
remains and has increased its value and we have created an
unrestricted endowment which if conditions require may
contribute to fund current accounts. Four years ago our
endowment balance was a little less than $350,000. Today it
is at over $750,000, with pledges from members’ estates of
over a quarter of a million dollars. The endowment corporation

now includes an unrestricted endowment and the restricted
endowment we have always had. We have also moved our
endowment from the Fidelity and the United Capital group
in West Virginia to Alliance Bernstein. This move was made
on the advice of our endowment committee who looked into
six firms and determined this was the best one to support our
efforts to build our endowment.
Another asset we own is the Leitersburg property. About 10
years ago consideration was made to sell the land, but the
Congregation rejected the proposal We have continued to pay
over $1000 a year in taxes on this land — a drain on our budget
with no benefit to us. So, during my first year as president we
proposed, and the Congregation approved putting the land
up for sale. The proceeds from the land when it sells will be
invested in the endowment fund increasing the endowment
to over one million dollars — this is essential to maintain our
healthy financial position. Thank you to those who helped bring
about a positive vote this time. With the sale and investment in
the endowment we can further secure our future.
No Temple can survive without the active involvement
of its committees. The committees are the pulse of the
congregation. As with our bodies it is the pulse that keeps us
alive and energized. Membership is essential to the lifeblood
of this congregation One of my important goals has been to
continue the work Doug Lieberman began to modernize our
membership policy. We now have a policy firmly in place that
is welcoming to new members. The membership committee
under the leadership of Margie Roames follows a detailed
policy tailored to welcome new members, acquaint them with
what the Congregation can offer them and encourage them to
participate actively in the Congregation. We have a fair share
instead of a dues structure, the latter often served to keep
many prospective members away. The religious practices
committee and the school have encouraged families to share
Shabbat meals together. This is beginning to happen and has
resulted in friendships being formed. More work will need to
be done in this area.
In addition, our Temple phone is forwarded to my phone. A
person now calling the Temple receives a friendly response
from the president of the Temple instead of a recording. This
has made a huge difference for some people.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR—UPCOMING EVENTS
SAT 6/16

7PM

Gala Concert

SUN 6/24* 10AM
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CBA ANNUAL MEETING 		
*NEW DATE

...CONTINUED
The social action committee, under the leadership of Carole
Lafferman and Carrol Lourie, has been energized. Their work is
recognized in the community and they have used their work to
promote Jewish values and to coordinate their programming
with the Temple’s programming. Because I believe it is
important to lift up the community we live in, several of us
are members of the Bester Neighborhood First committee.
We participate in their activities and when appropriate will
be inviting Neighborhood First members to participate in our
activities.
Another initiative to lift up our neighborhood is the Thomas
Kennedy Park across the street. Do you remember the two
old dilapidated buildings that used to be there? By the end
of the summer, God willing, you will now have a beautiful
little pocket park. A park that is possible because of public
and private partnership. It will include an amazing statue
of Thomas Kennedy and a plaza. There will be a walk to the
library. Because of neighborhood first interests there will be an
area for children to play. The trees will be planted by the City,
the gardens will be planted by my husband and The Monarch
Alliance. These new gardens will be a nice compliment to the
garden Leah Neveil has planted and maintained for us.
It has been especially rewarding to me that leaders of our
committees have passed the baton to new leaders. A special
example of this is the building committee. Ben Chlebnikow
has led that committee for many many years. He began
working with Mike Armel two years ago to pass on leadership
of the committee. Mike has continued the working relationship
that Ben has had with our caretaker Donnie and given him
new responsibilities. In addition I meet with Donnie weekly.
The result has been a wonderful working relationship with
Donnie. The committee also updated our security program at
the Temple after the problems in Charlottesville. The greeter
program has become an integral part of our security.
Ways & Means, under the chairmanship last year of Buck
Macht successfully raised over $20,000 to support our bottom
line. This year the committee with Buck and co-chair Rachel
Nichols, is planning a wonderful concert and gala to celebrate
the legacy of Thomas Kennedy and 125 years of Congregation
B’nai Abraham. Please support it and enjoy it — June 16.
With the Rabbi’s support we have been able to expand our
programs. We hope that every member can find several in
which they want to participate. Now not only do we have the
traditional programs of lifelong learning, but we have added a
B’nai Mitzvah class for adults on Saturday mornings and next
year we will be able to attend a special service for those adult
students. The Saturday programming has opened up additional
opportunities for people to participate in our community. The
Torah study group is well and regularly. I know I certainly enjoy

their company and have gotten to know members through the
study group I would not have otherwise known. In addition,
the luncheon after the service that ends the B’nai Mitzvah
class and the tot Shabbat is an opportunity for members of
families with young children as well as the older members of
the B’nai Mitzvah class and the Torah study group to socialize
in a relaxed atmosphere.
Judaism has survived because of its willingness to adapt to
new circumstances. We went from a sacrificial cult temple
religion with priests to a prayer based rabbinic religion
worshipping in a synagogue. This change took place 2000 years
ago and we have been continually evolving. The congregations
that have not changed have died. Using modern technology
has enabled us to reach out with our programming in a
number of ways. Once a month the Rabbi prepares a drash for
the religious school families. This is part of their curriculum
teaching about Shabbat and supporting Shabbat observance
at home. It was requested that the drash be sent to all
congregants. We now do that. The drash has been especially
appreciated by those congregants who are physically not able to
come to the Temple. The innovative use of modern technology
has also enabled us to prepare for their B’nai mitzvah students
who were not able to fit into the traditional religious school
structure. Two students successfully completed their training
in the past two years. The parents of these students had tried
unsuccessfully to have their children trained in religious
schools in Montgomery county. Using this technology has
also helped us expand our reach to young families outside our
immediate area. Next year we will have a Bat Mitzvah of one
of these long distance students. Because of these innovations
and Barbara Schwab’s hard work our religious school has new
life. The last year Rabbi Raskind was here the Wednesday night
Hebrew school class was eliminated because of lack of students
and teachers. Rabbi Plost’s first year I was still teaching on
Sunday I had six students in my class. Two of these were the
Rabbi’s children. There were no children in the class just below
my class. Because of the work Barb Schwab has done to provide
programming for children pre-religious school, we now have a
monthly tot Shabbat on Saturday mornings (referenced above)
and a monthly Sunday program with the Rabbi and his wife for
pre religious school as well as religious school students. Her
work will ensure that there will be a vibrant religious school.
Reform congregations across the USA are struggling with
their religious schools. We are developing a model that these
struggling communities can use to grow their religious schools.
It is also exciting because it gives the young children a chance
to have transformative experiences with their mentor tutors
and their Rabbi.
—Monda Sagalkin
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Dear Friends,
Congregation B’nai Abraham has proudly served the Jewish community of Washington County
and the Tri-State area since 1892. We will be holding our annual fundraiser on Saturday, June
16 at 7:00 p.m. — “A Concert Honoring the Undying Legacy of Thomas Kennedy on the 125th
Anniversary of Congregation B’nai Abraham.” Thomas Kennedy was a Washington County
legislator who from 1818-1826 struggled to pass a bill in Maryland legislature for full religious
liberty which eventually resulted in non-Christians being able to hold elective public office. This
event will be a tribute to our congregants who are or
have served in elective office in our region. We are
honored to have as our Distinguished Speaker U.S
Senator Benjamin Cardin, Maryland.
The concert will be performed by the B’nai Abraham
choir and friends under the direction of renowned
Jewish composer Simon Sargon. Cantor Susan
Berkson, a daughter of B’nai Abraham, will be the
featured soloist and most of the program will be
music written and conducted by renowned composer
Simon Sargon, including a specially commissioned
work. The concert will be followed by a dessert
reception where you can congratulate the honorees
and meet the composer.
We hope you can join us as we celebrate Thomas
Kennedy’s Legacy honorees: Fred Kramer was
the first Jewish person to serve two terms on the
Hagerstown City Council. City Councilman Lew Metzner has held
elective office for five terms. Jessica Fitzwater is a current Frederick County Councilwoman. The
late Jacob Berkson and Richard Grumbacher were representatives to the Maryland legislature.
There are many ways to support this event. A donation of $40.00 per person covers attendance
at the event. We hope so much you join us. If you would like to be a sponsor, as in past years,
we need your help at any of the following levels: Diamond ($1000), Emerald ($500), Sapphire
($250), or Ruby ($100). We area again welcoming tributes to our honorees and CBA’s 125th
Anniversary. Or you may want to support the event by placing an ad for your business or
profession. Tributes and ads are full page ($300), 1/2 page ($150), and 1/4 page ($75).
For many reasons, we are asking for a good turn-out to the Gala Concert. Let us honor the
dedicated efforts of our forbearers who created, established and built Congregation B’nai
Abraham. Let us honor Simon Sargon and Cantor Susan Berkson in the language of music from
our Jewish tradition and such a part of our national tapestry. Let us show our deepest gratitude
to the legacy of Thomas Kennedy who made it possible in 1826 for persons who were nonChristians to hold elective office in Maryland. Let us recognize and thank our elected Council
members, former Delegates to the Maryland legislature, and our current national US Senator
Benjamin Cardin, all who serve as a legacy to Thomas Kennedy and the American spirit. And
let us take pride in each of our own accomplishments that has contributed to the greatness
of America.
—Buck Macht and Rachel Nichols, Co-Chairs
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in the hospital?
Due to hospital policy, clergy and
CBA volunteers have no way of
knowing you are in the hospital unless
you or a family member inform us.
CONTACT: Rabbi Plost, 301-733-5039
or ariplost@gmail.com.

make a donation
Donations to the Congregation are
a meaningful way to congratulate
friends on Simchas or to show that
you care in times of sorrow.

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
April and May have been very busy. During Tot Shabbat, Monda Sagalkin
explained all the items on our Seder plates, and everyone chose a mask
representing a plague. Of course, the youngsters went downstairs to kiddish luncheon “in disguise!”
On the last evening of Passover, the Congregation joyfully celebrated
Rebecca Tellez’s bat mitzvah. It was wonderful to hear her read from Torah and learn about her family’s experiences from Mexico to the United
States.
Later in April we dressed in blue and white to celebrate Israel’s seventieth
birthday. Rabbi Plost reviewed important dates in Zionist history from
the Dreyfus Affair onward. We again used the Weiss family globe to see
where Israel is located and how small it is, and then the students colored
their own maps of the Middle East. We told an ancient story highlighting the importance of Israeli oranges, decorated Israel themed tote bags,
admired Israeli products, enjoyed Israeli foods, and studied Hatikvah.
Everyone went home with an Israeli flag.
Now we move onward to Shavuot studies and preparation for Religious
School Shabbat on Friday, May 18. How this year has sped by!

Contributions may be designated
to any of our funds (see below). If a
specific fund is not designated, the
money will go into our General Fund.
For a minimum contribution of $10.00
a printed card is sent. An individually
hand-calligraphed card will be sent for
any contribution of $18.00 or more.
The minimum contribution to the
Endowment Trust Fund is $10.00. To
make contributions to ANY FUND,
please mail or call: Renee Kramer,
301-733-2093, 1102 Oak Hill Ave.,
Hagerstown, MD 21742.
General Fund, Endowment Funds,
Cemetery Fund, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, Young Adult Fund, Harold
& Jeanne Jacobs Fund, Youth Group
Fund, Sharon Wagshal Religious
School Fund, ‘Tree of Life’, and the
Adolph & Hannah Baer Trust Fund

cba directory
Rabbi Plost: 301-733-5039,
ariplost@gmail.com

UPCOMING ONEG SCHEDULE
FRI 6/1
		

Mansoor & Janet Emral Shaool, Chairs;
Paul Waldman & Mary Money

FRI 6/8
		

Sandy & Monda Sagalkin, Chairs;
David & Ashley Rosenthal

FRI 6/15

Javier Tellez, Chair

Contributions: Renee Kramer,
301-733-2093,
terrace708@myactv.net
Dor L’ Dor: Joan Becker, 301-791-7175
Tree of Life: Jerry Falke,
301-739-8456, falkeg@hotmail.com
Yahrzeit Plaques: Ben Chlebnikow,
301-791-6590, bchleb77@aol.com

FRI 6/22 Sharon Wagshal, Chair; Mel & Dorothy Greenwald
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trees in israel
Planting a tree in Israel is the perfect
way to show you care. Trees can be
planted for all occasions. They help
green the land of Israel while sending
a special gift to a friend or loved one.
For each order, a beautiful certificate
of your choice is mailed to the
recipient with your personal message.
Plant trees for all of these occasions:
birth, Bar or Bat mitzvah, graduation,
wedding, birthday, get-well wish or in
memory of someone special. Over the
past 100 years, JNF has planted over
250 million trees in the land of Israel.
The cost per tree is $18 with the check
made out to Congregation B’nai
Abraham. We have an EZTree account
at JNF and Carrol will place the order
for your tree(s). For more information
or to place an order, please email
or call: Carrol Lourie, 240-818-7555,
cglourie@gmail.com.

gift planning
Learn how you can plan a selfsustaining gift to CBA. CONTACT:
Monda Sagalkin, 240-291-6983,
monda.sagalkin@gmail.com.

YAHRZEITS
april 1

april 14

april 26

Jacob Auerbach*
Helena Roza*
Henrietta Simon

Hannah Cohn*
Rose J. Edner*
Lena L. Lyon*

Helen S. Dodson*
Daisy Lahn
Lillian Lieberman

april 2

april 15

april 27

Rachel Schindler*
Morris Lazarus Smith*
Yaffa Schneider

Phyllis Littman
Van Camp

april 3

Harry Levin*
Milton Lyon*
Henry Weinberg*
Roy Nassau
Marvin H. M. Slavick

Morton Gidon
Leah Mildred Ginsberg

april 16

april 4

Ruben Greenwald*
Ella Lyon*
Samuel Mansh

april 30

april 18

may 1

Israel Geber*
Simon J. Verovsky*
Samuel Weidenfeld*

Henrietta Jonas
Fred May
Queen Johnson

Morris Klein*
William L. Meyers*
Carrie Perkowsky

april 19

may 3

Rosa Berman*

april 6

april 20

Flossy Dirolf
Amelia Fleisher

Meyer Fribush*
Bernard S. Lubin
Elsa Okun

Holly Singer
Stephen Aronow

Sophia Eisenberg*
Lewis Atlas
Annette Nassau
Molly Oppenheim

april 5

april 8

caring committee
The Caring Committee provides care,
companionship and assistance to
members of our congregation and
their immediate families in need due
to ill health, age or non-financial crisis
or catastrophe.
Receives initial call from the rabbi:
Sharon Metzner, 301-739-2972,
sharonmetz@aol.com
For meals, as needed:
Robbie Greenberg, 301-797-7265,
robbieg56@gmail.com
For transportation needs: Barby
Weiss, 301-791-6098,
barby@myactv.net
For home visits or outings:
Sharon Wagshal, 301-797-3220,
sharonwag@aol.com

Ronnie Greenwald

april 9
Joseph Ginsberg
Saul Miller
Walter Schwartz

april 10
Stanley Casanove
Augustus Selis

april 21
Louis Lieberman
Adriano Bello
Elly Kiselik

april 22
Arthur Weiss*
Constance Cramer
Henry Harris*

april 23

april 11

Nahum Moch*
Meyer Cohen
Sylvia Deuitch

Helen Lyon*
Robert Shestack

april 24

april 12
Irvin Singer
Rose Taylor
Henry Cramer

Esther Malke Gray*

april 25
Harry Cooper*
Benjamin Schindler*
Leah Medin Benesch

6 | CBA CONNECTIONS | issue 7-8 | April-May 2018 | 16 Nisan–17 Sivan 5778

april 29
Lillian M. Roth*
Moses Garonzik
Mollie S. Mansh

Peter Schiro

may 5
Ginny Franke
Alexander Heisler

may 6
Bonnie Amalfitano*

may 7
Bernard Hammerman

may 8
Samuel J. Cohen*
Marie Portugais Uzan*
Sunny England

may 9
Ira Brewster Terry
Harry Wartzman
Ann Muyderman

may 11
Louis Seigel*
Rosalind G. Sherman*
Sayde G. Gruner

...CONTINUED

From the Lifelong Learning Committee

may 12

may 24

This year, we have had an active Lifelong Learning schedule:

Peter E. Goodman*
Robert Emmert

Maxwell Greenwald*
Steven B'Sedek
Rose Marks

• In October, our own Paul Waldman presented Jewish Artists Who
Fled the Holocaust and went to Britian at our first brunch.
• Our second brunch consisted of a musical, Klezmer concert by
Simple Gifts.
• Movie Night in November was the film hit Denial. January's movie
was Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy. In March, movie night
featured Golda's Balcony.
• Books and Bagels continues to be well attended. It meets monthly.
• Brunch, March 18, Bill Hollin presented Israeli Music through the
1967 War.
Upcoming activities include:
We are trying to secure Josh Tulkin who is passionate about engaging
more of the faith community in advocating for environmental protection and helping congregations become more green. He is a Reform
Jew and the Director of the Maryland Sierra Club.

may 13
Benjamin Kasinof*
Dora Amkraut
Morris Kerstein

may 15
Ida Werner*
Ida Mae Cohen
Chlebnikow*
Esther Cohen
Levinson Benjamin

may 16
David Ginsberg,
Benjamin H. Snyder

may 17
Laura Brown
Chaplin Abrahms*
Harry Schindler*
Irean Weidhorn

may 18
Philip Greenberg
Morris Greenwald
Lawrence Horovitz
Hilda Powopsky
Shirley Lee Abel

may 25
Vance Allen Snook*
Dorothy Rosen
Genevieve Saltzman
Isadore Schwartz
Mary Shestack

may 26
Rose Weiss*

may 27
Rose Sanzel*

may 28
Milton Chlebnikow*
Michael Benjamin
Mildred Feiner

may 29

may 30
Jacob David Berman*

may 31

Samuel Salitsky*
Evelyn Plost Hollander
Sophar Shmul

Gail Croft
Armando Josue
Medrano
Armando Kann

Arthur Greenwald

may 22
Stanley Macht, MD
Bessie Eller*
Marvin C. Gerber*
Dr. Hyman Henry

may 23
Wallace Baer
Jay Newman Macht

Sybil Schiffman, Chairperson

Haya Sarah Moch*
Abraham Rosenberg *
Mollie Schindler*
Mary Cohen*
Lena Leitz

may 19

may 21

Many thanks to the committee for making these programs happen,
Tom Neveil and the kitchen crew for shopping and cooking for the
brunches, and to Donnie for setting up and being there for us.

* Denotes Yahrzeit Plaque
in Sanctuary

Donations to the Endowment Fund:
Leon Forman in memory of Thelma Goldman and Elizabeth Lazarus
Leon Seidman in memory of Jeff Seidman
Renee and Fred Kramer in memory of Lee Feldman, Julie Ferron’s brother

Donations to the Religious School Fund:
Barb Schwab and Michael Armel in memory of Lee Feldman,
Julie Ferron's brother

Donations to the Temple:
Jane Lubin, daughter, and Rita Lubin, wife, in memory of Bernard S. Lubin,
whose Yahrzeit is April 6

Donations to the Building Fund:
Vic Kronstadt in memory of his parents Frieda and Hyman Kronstadt

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE? THE FUTURE DEPENDS
ON YOUR INVESTMENT. SUPPORT THE WORK OF
CONGREGATION B’NAI ABRAHAM WITH BEQUESTS,
WILLS, & OTHER GIVING OPPORTUNITIES.

49 E. Baltimore St.
Hagerstown, MD 21740
bnaiabraham.net

CONGREGATION
B’NAI ABRAHAM
OFFICERS

2018 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
budget and finance

kitchen		

religious practices

Leon Seidman

Nyna Lachman

—

buildings and grounds

lifelong learning

religious school

Monda Sagalkin
President

Mike Armel
Ben Chlebnikow

Sybil Schiffman

Barbara Schwab

media/public relations

security

Ben Chlebnikow
First Vice President

caring

Kendra Tidd

—

Barbara Schwab

Arthur Wineburg
Second Vice President

membership

tikkun olam

cemetery

Margie Roames

Leon Seidman
Treasurer

Jerry Falke

onegs

Carole Lafferman
Carrol Lourie

choir and music

Sharon Wagshal
Randi Numbers

uja (Israeli bonds)

Rachel Nichols
constitution

programs

ways and means

Sybil Schiffman

Leon Seidman

endowment		

Carole Lafferman
Buck Macht

Paul Waldman

pulpit

Buck Macht
Secretary
Rachel Nichols
Immediate Past President

Rachel Nichols

Sharon Wagshal

